T,a test trend in illegal banking 

^ Tim WIRY 9 3 1991 I-—tee: 


• THU MAY 23 1991 

By Harry Hams I HU mn • * 

Tribuw "rifw , 1/&U1 , >/»**** 

Two men who tried to yank an auto¬ 
matic teller machine from the wall of 
an East Oakland credit umon eariy yes¬ 
terday were instead hauled off to j , 

t«r S 5S« are beliuved «o bu 
the ima men who bungled another at- 
tempt last July at the same credit union 
3 the forklift they used to knock he 
ATM inside the building ran out of fuel, 

POU Uke a consumers, thieves aroundthe 
country are finding the cash machines 
convenient. SteaUng them whole 1has be- 
come the latest trend in illegal banking. 
There has been a rash of thefts from 
Northeast to the Midwest this year 
MSea mahe oK 
ATM - and an average of $10,ouu vO 

$50 000 per machine. 

According to the FBI, there were 85 
ATM thefts in 1990 - an increase of 65 



Police allege 
James Earl 
Rivera, 26, 
conceived the 
plot. Rivera, 
who claimed he 
was jogging in 
the area, was 
collared by a 
police dog. 


oercent over the year before. 

P Oakland Sgt. Jack Huth said yester- 
dav that police learned Tuesday that an 
ATM somewhere on Hegenberger Roa 
was going to be burglarized ear]y yes¬ 
terday. 
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Continued from Page A-l 

Just after midnight a score of 
robbery investigators and Spe¬ 
cial Duty Unit officers began 
staking out two banks and the 
City and County Employees 
Credit Union of Alameda Coun¬ 
ty- / . 

About 4:20 a.m. police watch¬ 
ing the credit union saw a large 
utility truck park in front of the 
ATM. The truck later turned out 
to have been stolen from a near¬ 
by roofing company. 

The driver of the truck was 
picked up by another car. A few 
moments later, a Mustang con¬ 
vertible, that also turned out to 
have been stolen from a nearby 
motel, pulled up and parked 
near the truck, police said. 

two men inside the Mustang 

place paper bags over their 
heads that had holes punched out 
for their eyes and then approach 
the ATM with a large pry bar. 

Huth said police later found a 
heavy chain in the back of the 
Mustang. They think the men 
were going to punch enough 
holes in the wall so they could 
secure the ATM with the chain 
and use the truck to pull it out of 
the wall. 

Huth said "it would have been 
a crude attempt but it's about 
the only way you can get an 
ATM out of a building. 1 ’ 

Police said the ATM is about 
the size of a small safe. The ma¬ 
chines usually weigh between 
500 to 900 pounds. 

Police watched the men at¬ 
tack the wall for several min¬ 
utes before moving in. But the 
suspects jumped into the Mus¬ 
tang and tried to flee. 

The car crashed into a parking 
lot fence behind the credit union 
and the men started running 
through nearby fields, shedding 
their clothes as they ran, Huth 
said. 

One suspect, identified as Al¬ 
fonso Robinson, 20, was cap¬ 


By Gary Reyes/The Oakland Tribune 

Thieves attempting to steal an ATM at an Eastbay credit union 
only succeeded in knocking a small hole in the wall. 


tured about one-quarter mile 
away at a nearby post office^ 

The second, James Earl /Riv¬ 
era, 26, who police Alleged r WA5 
themastermind of the plot, tried 
to hide in some high grass. He 
was arrested after a police dog 
was sent in to find him. He suf¬ 
fered bite wounds when he tried 
to fight the dog, Huth said. 

Both men were only wearing 
shorts when they were arrested. 
Huth said Robinson claimed he 
had been drinking and using 
drugs and did not remember 
much else. 

Rivera, who has served time 
in prison for burglary, told po¬ 
lice he had been out jogging and 
had no idea why police chased 
him, Huth said. 

Both men were booked for in¬ 
vestigation of burglary and auto 
theft. 

Huth said police believe the 
suspects are the same men who 
last July stole a forklift from a 


storage yard and brought it to 
the credit union. 

There, the forklift was 
rammed into the wall where the 
ATM was mounted until the im¬ 
pact knocked the machine “into 
the credit union about 15 or 20 
feet.” 

But the forklift ran out of pro¬ 
pane before it could be used to 
lift the ATM from the floor of the 
credit union and the suspects had 
to flee empty-handed, Huth said. 

Thieves in Massachusetts and 
Pennsylvania had more luck 
with their equipment. Last week 
in Buffalo, Pa., and last month in 
Lowell, Mass., thieves used fork¬ 
lifts to make off with ATMs load¬ 
ed with thousands of dollars. 

In the last month alone, police 
in New Hampshire and Massa¬ 
chusetts have investigated eight 
thefts or attempted thefts of en¬ 
tire ATM machines. 

— Tribune news services con¬ 
tributed to this report. 



















rtaUanH man two others held in woman s death 
Oakland man, iwu m i men guard efuse c 


STOCKTON — Three men have 
been arrested in connection with 
the murder of a Stockton woman 
who was shot and killed 'in a y 
when she walked into the middle of 
a foiled armored car robbery out¬ 
side a Pacific Bell office, police said 

Saturday. . , 

The three men were detained 
Friday afternoon and held for ques¬ 
tioning until Saturday morning, 
when they were arrested on the 
charges and booked into San Joa¬ 
quin County jail, said Stockton po¬ 
lice Sgt. Billy Wykert. 

Wykert identified the suspects as 
James Earl(River^, ^Oakland; Je- 
"rome Lee MdOitf; 24, Stockton; anc 
Lionel Dixon, 40, no permanent ad¬ 
dress. All three were being held 
without bond. 

Wykert said the men are charged 
with murder, conspiracy, attempted 


robbery, assau 
weapon, vehicl* 
sion of stolen pi 
The suspect •! 
with burglary t 
the attic of the 
fice building un 
tempted robber 
The slaying 
the attempted • 
guard occurred 
in front of the 
northwest Stoc 
March Lane anc 
between Interst 
Country Club 
According tl 


with a deadly 
reft and posses- 
>erty. 

so were charged 
^.juse they hid in 
jhone company of- 
; just before the at- 
Wykert said. 

If the woman and 
ibbery of a Brinks 
1:52 p.m. Friday 
, qfi c Bell office in 
>n. The office is at 
lather River Drive 
5 and Brookside 

! police, the guard 


had picked up the morning receip 
from the phone company s busm 1 
office and was walking to an arit- 
ored truck when he was confront« 
by three gunmen. 

Wykert said it had not been 1 
termined how long the three m 
had been hiding in the attic ot t 
office before they climbed do\ 
through a ceiling and into a bat 
room. The suspects reportedly cai e 
out of the attic as the guard w s 
leaving the office. They walk 1 
down a hallway and out the tic it 
door behind him. Once outside t I 
three gunmen confronted the gua® 
and demanded the money bag. 


When the guard refused to hand 
it over, at least one of the three 
gunmen began shooting at the 
guard, Wykert said. 

One of the shots struck Debra 
Elaine Nelson, 42, in the head as 
she walked into the middle of the 
gunfire while on her way into the ot- 
fice. 

Nelson, the mother of four 
children, was apparently a customer 
who was on her way to do some 
business at the Pacific Bell office. 
She was 10 feet from the front dooi 
when she was shot, Wykert said. 
She died an hour later at San Joa¬ 
quin General Hospital. _ 














search tor jury starts 
in Stockton murder trial 

WED SEP 271935 r 


By Jessica Killorin 



ALAMEDA — Jury selection has 
begun in a Stockton murder trial 
shifted to Alameda Municipal Court 
earlier this month. 

Because the case — involving the 
slaying of a bystander during a 
botched armored car robbery — 
had drawn excessive publicity in 
San Joaquin County, officials said 
unbiased jurors were difficult to 
find, and a change of venue was 
granted at the request of the de¬ 
fense. 

Oaklanekr^sidents Lionel Dixon, 
James( Rivera/and Jerome Moore 
l>tand accused of murdering 43- 
year-old Debra Nelson of Stockton 
during the 1994 shooting outside a 
botched armored car robbery at the 
Pacific Bell office in Stockton last 
December. 

Testimony, scheduled to begin 
Oct. 17, will be given in department 
2 of Alameda Municipal Court, a 
courtroom normally used for small 
claims cases. The small claims cal¬ 
endar will be moved to another 
courtroom in the building, officials 
said. 

“It should have no real effect on 
the court except for a little more 
foot traffic,” said Lori Kreeft, Ala¬ 
meda court administrator. 


Any costs incurred will be billed 
to San Joaquin County, which is 
bringing in its own staff to handle 
the trial. 

“We plan to send our own judge, 
clerk, bailiff and court reporter,” 
said Annette Foreman, assistant 
court administrator for San Joaquin 
Superior Court. 

The originally change of venue 
would have placed the trial in Ala¬ 
meda County Superior Court in 
Oakland. But because of space 
problems, that would have required 
at least seven courtroom changes 
throughout the trial, Foreman said. 

In an unusual move, an available 
municipal court facility was chosen 
instead. The small-claims courtroom 
does not have a jury box and one 
had to be constructed for the trial. 

The high-profile murder took 
place Dec. 2, 1994, outside a Pa¬ 
cific Bell office in Stockton where 
Debra Nelson went to pay her 
phone bill 

Nelson had stepped into the line 
of fire as the suspects, allegedly 
trying to grab $30,000 bags of cash 
from an armored car, shot at a 
guard. She was struck once in the 
head. 

Investigators believe that two 
more men were involved in the 
crime, but only Moore, Dixon and 
Rivera were caught. 








